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RICHARDI/GREEN, SCHOOLMASTER((1713(1767)

Fixed tothemorthwalllof (What(is mow Fairford[Community[CentrebutWas[once[Fairford’s[schoollis & pair [of
plaques(thatléommemorateltwolheadmasterswho, althoughl(theylived(about200years apart, (both(ablyserved
thelcauselofleducationlinFairford. [Onelof(the[plaquesicommemorates Herbert Hedges wholwasheadmaster(of
Farmor’sSchool from 192101947 [@and who nhanypeople(still living in (Fairford today Wwill temember.[Thelother
plaquelis[to[Richard [Green, [Wholis[known[primarily [(through[Herbert Hedges'sLownlhistoryLof [Fairford [Free
Schoolland froml(thewills(that Richard Greenand this WifeSarahleft behind.

ThelstoryLof[thelestablishmentlof(the[Free[Schoollin
Fairfordlis(iell (knownlandlinvolves_legacieslleft[by
Andrew![ Barker’s igranddaughter([Elizabeth’ Farmor,
herlauntMary Barker, @nd(greatlauntLady JaneMico,
whichFesulted inthe building[of theschoolmexttothe
churchUin[11738.0J L1 TheIBarker[ family [l (and Lltheir
descendants(thelLambes and (Raymond (Barkers)were
intimatelyl¢onnected Gwith[the[school for(thehext[150
yearsL] and,[] amongst] otherL! things, [ selected[] the
headmaster for(theschooland/authorised his/salary.

Fairford[FreelSchoollopened [tolits full .capacity Lof (60
boysL(ittwould(belanother 77 [years(beforelgirls[ere
allowed[intolthel[school!)[in[November[1738[ andits
firstltheadmasterwas(JacobKuffeler(wholwas[assisted
bylanusher, JohnBayley. [t [seemsllikely that Kuffeler
was[still headmaster( at[ Fairford[in[ 1751 Jas helis
recordedlas/being[”...of Fairford” [whenlhelmarried
Elizabeth Rodbournlatl Chedworth[on[ 28 April[ that
year.[[However, [in1752,14[years(after(the(school first
opened, [Richard [Greenlof (Highworth[Wwaslappointed
themew headmaster.

HedgesLrelatesLhow[James. Lambe, [ the[ Lordof[ the
Manorlat(thatltime and thelhusband (of (Esther[Barker
wholwas! thellast/ surviving[ grandchild [ of "Andrew
Barker, lhad [Richard (Green[sign(albindinglagreement.
This[‘agreement!( stated ! that! Richard[‘was boundto
JameslLambe!(tolthesum(of(£500toldolhis[duty(as teacher and [éstatemanager for(thelschool, fo dollectHentsland
keeplthebuildingslin(good tepair. [Helalsohad [folagreetoteachtwoboys,mominated by JamesLambeland this
successors, toHeadand speak(Latin. [ILastly[Richard [dould [appoint(an @ssistant(or tisher(to help Wwith[the teaching
butwhoselsalarymustmotléxceed £10per year, [a[paltry[sumleven(then(as/itlisiworthonlylabout £850in today’s
money. [tlis[presumedthat(this wasmotthefisher’s(only[Source oflincome!

RichardGreenisigned [thelagreementwithJamesILambe(on[11/October(1752but(thefollowing/clause wasladded
inlanlamendment/dated 9/December:

“TheChargelinthe Bond within for the keeping of'the(Schoolland premiseslingood dnd(Sufficient tepair is hot intended to
obligelthelivithin(said Richard Greenlto tebuild thelsaid S chool Houselin Léase it should be blown down by tempestuous
weatherldrburnt down By dccidental fire.”



PerhapsRichard (Greenhad[soughtllegal @adviceldnd linsisted that(this sentenceWwaslincluded folimit his(liability
inLcaselof [“tempestuousiveather” Lor “accidentallfire”?[ I While[this[imay[seeml[slightly [strange, LitCshould [be
remembered [that[this[Was[WwrittenWwithin(livinglmemoryLof[the[Great Storm[of[1703 that(badly damaged St
Mary’s[churchlandivasresponsiblelfor widespread deathland[destructionthroughoutsouthernEngland. This,
and[thelever(present(threat offirelat altimewhen[manybuildingswerelstill largely [constructed Lof iwood [and
thatch,andfire fighting capabilities/wereloften Very(limited, 'makes thelinsertion[of thelextral¢lauseleasier(to
appreciate.

Richard [Greenmayhavellived lin[thefront(partlof the schoolbuilding and musthave fulfilled this [duties(atthe
schoollsatisfactorilylas/he[remainedheadmaster until his[death[on9/November(1767at[thelagelof 54. TJames
Lambelhad himselfldied[in[1761buthis wifeEsther maintained alcloselinterestlin/thelschoollthroughoutherlong
lifelatFairford [Park, as(did her(successorsthe[Raymond Barkers.

Richard (Greenwrote hiswill(on[3[November, lessthan(aweekbefore he died. M hisWill hetefers o himself(ds
“IRichardGreenlofffairford linthe (County of Gloucester Gentleman”. [Disappointingly, the tnakes Mo thention(of
theSchoollorhis occupation/asheadmaster. [1lt[seems[that[Richard (and (his[wife[Sarahlhad mo(children of their
ownlasmeithermentions/anylin(their wills. (However, Richard [appears folhave had(a favourite mephew, William
Green, [the[son[of[his[brother Joseph. IWilliamnot only [teceived [(£80, whereas[mostLother relatives and [friends
only_treceived (£30LorLless,[butlhelwas_alsolleft[ Richard’sLf...[(booksL{except thoseLof (myLwife) papers_and
mathematicallinstruments”.[TRichard (mentions(that ipon’hisimarriage towife[Sarahhe had[givenla’bond for
£300ltolher brother[Charles(Farr, [a[plumberfrom Highworth, lto (beli1sed [tolsupport Sarahlin ¢ase of [Richard’s
earlydeath.([His[will[cancelled[this(bond Las[¥ [Lam[how[possessed Lof (hine[hundred [pounds_old[South[Sea
annuitiesmow/(standing(inmy mamelin/thebooks/of theSouth(Sea[Company...”.lInstead helallowed Sarah £300
from/[thisannuity for(herlownusebut(directed thatthefemaining £600@annuities go tolhis mephewWilliam/after
Sarah’s(death.

In/Richard’swillhelalso(left'small [sums/of money toMary [the(wife of [Daniel Spackmanand their(two children,
Charlesland[Susannah, butwiththe[warningthatthellegacylis'“l...for herlown[soleland [Separatetise[and motbe
intermeddled with(byher husband and ther [M’scriptlalonelshall[be a sufficient dischargefor[the same”.[IMary
Spackmani(neéFarr)was(thelsister(of SarahGreen.

After[Richard’sldeath[Sarahllived(onlinFairford forlanother20years beforeshe too/died(on22 November 17874t
thelagelof(75.[Sarah’swillishowsthatinstead [0f leaving thelentire £600South Sealannuitiesto (William(Greenlas
herhusband hadintended (she[divided it amongher(dwnblood Felations, [especiallyher sistersMary[Spackman
(on[behalflof[Mary’s_daughter[Susannah[Savory)_and [Elizabeth[Farr, and tolher[hephew[Henry Burden_of
Faringdon.[IHowever, [Richard’s[favourite hephew Ldid ot golentirely lempty (handed[as[Sarah(left(William £50
plusialfurther £50(for his/daughter Mary[Ann.

Thelplaqueltol Richard [ Green, with[itstouching commemoration ofla highly[respected(citizen of Fairford,
indicates(thatlhis[gravellies(¢loselby. [In factSarah’sfomblisjust feet[awayfromtheplaque wherelher gravelis
marked(by(alslabthatlalsolcommemorates her(sister, MarySpackman((17191793). [Betweenl[that(graveland the
fencelthat(separates_the[churchyard from[the[passagelalongside thelold Farmor’s(School(building therelisLa
headstonel with(la"badly worn[linscriptionwhich mayiwell bel thellast[ resting[ place of [Richard Green,
schoolmaster/and gentleman.
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